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Swan Decoy Leads Record $3.4 Million
Winter Sale For Copley

CHARLESTON, S.C. —

Timed to coincide with the
Southeastern Wildlife Exposi-
tion in Charleston, Copley Fine
Art’s February 15 auction was

the company’s best Winter Sale
yet, securing a record $3.4 mil-
lion on 535 lots offered. Top
honors went, at $210,000
including premium, to a grace-
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ful swan decoy with a swooping
neck and the stamp of
renowned collector William
Mackey on its underside. The
price for the circa 1920 sculp-
ture set a new benchmark for
Virginia carver Charles Birch
(1867-1956). The Mackey-Birch
Swan, as it is known, most
recently belonged to Dr. Peter
J. Muller Jr, the late Georgia
veterinarian whose collection
headlined the Copley event.
“Bidders were energized and
excited. Including various own-
ers, we were 95 percent sold by
lot,” said Copley chairman and
chief executive officer Stephen
B. O’Brien Jr.

Watch for a complete report
in an upcoming issue of
Antiques and The Arts Weekly.

Asia Week New York Gallery
Exhibitions & Events
Will Move Forward As Scheduled

NEW YORK CITY — The Asia
Week New York Association has
announced that 37 of its gallery
exhibitions, 17 gallery talks and
events will take place as sched-
uled on March 12-19. However,
due to the coronavirus out-
break, their auction house part-
ners — Bonhams, Christie’s,
Doyle, Heritage and Sotheby’s
—- will reschedule the majority
of their March Asian art auc-
tions and related events to take
place the week of June 22.

Said Katherine Martin, chair-
man of Asia Week New York:
“Due to the tragic coronavirus
outbreak and the effect it’s had
on so many people, we under-
stand the difficult decision that
the auction houses had to make

to respectfully accommodate
their buyers. Our dealers will
still present their exhibitions,
which are free and open to the

public, and maintain their
schedule of gallery talks and
receptions  throughout the
week.”

According to Martin, manag-
ing director of Scholten Japa-
nese Art, Christie’s and Sothe-
by’s will still present their
South Asian Modern and con-
temporary sales. Highlights
from the New York auctions
will be on view at the six auc-
tion houses as originally
planned during Asia Week New
York.

For additional information,
www.asiaweeknewyork.com.
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